Helen Louise Adair
March 5, 1927 - September 20, 2018

Helen Louise Adair also known as Smiley of San Bernardino, passed away at age 91 on
September 20, 2018. Family who supported and loved her surrounded her when she
passed on.
She was born in 1927 in Everett Washington to Leila and Clarence Carlson and moved to
Highland in the 6th grade. Her teacher taught her to knit and later she learned to sew
which she did beautifully for many years. She graduated from SBHS and attended an art
college in Los Angeles for two years. She started dating Dick Adair after he returned from
WWII and was attending San Diego State. They were married in 1948 at the Chapman
Park Hotel in Los Angeles on the radio show “Bride and Groom.” They spent their
honeymoon in Salt Lake City, compliments of the show.
Their first home was in Perris, CA ultimately living in San Bernardino to raise their family.
Smiley raised their 4 children providing all the support needed for her kids to go swimming
at grandpa’s pool, be active in school activities, events and sports and all with only one
family car, always a station wagon. She was in a bridge club for many years and she loved
to read.
Sometime in the mid 60’s Dick and Smiley discovered golf, which became an activity they
religiously pursued for the rest of their lives. They enjoyed many years of golf and
friendships through their membership at Arrowhead Country Club. Another pastime they
enjoyed and excelled in took place on any dance floor that existed in their presence.
She started working in a golf Pro Shop in the 1970’s and retired from her job at Victoria
Country Club when she was well into her 80’s. Her part-time work never kept her from the
three-week road trip vacations they took right after Labor day every year. They would go
all over the great Northwest incorporating golf into their travels and visiting as well as
meeting new friends along the way.
She is predeceased by her beloved husband and is survived by her children sons; Greg,
Pete and daughters; Jan Lewis (Hank) and Susan Rucker. She has 5 grandchildren;
Natalie Lane, (Ronnie) Katie Lewis, Kelsey Lewis, Sydney Rucker and Hoss Rucker;
great-granddaughter Hadley Lane and her beloved sister Bernice Wilson. The family
invites donations in Louise's name to a charity of choice in lieu of flowers. Friends and
family members may attend her service on Tuesday, October 9 at 10:30 a.m. at Riverside

National Cemetery, 22405 Van Burn Blvd., Riverside, California, 92508.
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Comments

“

You were always very sweet to me, you were my " step aunt"..
I was a Dunivent grandchild, I was so impressed seeing you on live tv.
I still have some of the turquoise jewlery you gave me, when you worked at the
jewelry store next to the bus station..
Aunt Leila, gifted you and Bernice,with long lives.
I miss Thelma, Ace & Bobby, who drove me home from the movies the night we lost
him, so very long ago..
RIP....Aunty Smiley
Dona J

dona burton - July 26, 2019 at 03:43 PM

“

Hi Mom, I miss you so much! I loved our special times together. We spent the last 3
yrs. laughing, watching Jeopardy, Wheel of Fortune! We followed the Alaskan Bush
People! I loved your sense of humor. We made each other laugh almost everyday!
We were together in the beginning, and we were together at the end. I was not going
to let you leave on your next journey alone. Your Grand daughter Sydney and I were
with you to comfort you and protect you. We knew you knew we were there. I think of
you everyday. I know you are with Dad and went running into his arms. The two of
you are finally back together! I cherish all our moments together. I love you and miss
you terribly.
Your loving Daughter, Susan

Susan Rucker - October 02, 2018 at 01:51 AM

“

Sorry For Your Loss
Jesus Loves Me
We Are Special

Thomas Widgeon - September 27, 2018 at 04:51 AM

